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Social Product Distribution
FINCA has created a company in Uganda called Bright Life to train young entre-
preneurs to educate clients and sell solar lamps and other high-quality, beneficial 
products that we can stand behind. We are developing a new lending methodology 
and savings programs to make these products affordable to more low-income  
people. Once this distribution and financing model is refined, we will replicate it.

Technology-Based Lending
Through Bright Life we are researching and piloting a technology-based framework 
that we call High Volume Low Denomination (HVLD) lending. HVLD will solve a 
perennial problem faced by development microfinance organizations: the high 
cost of assessing credit risk and affordability on many small loans, and then of 
servicing those loans. For FINCA’s microenterprise clients, we know what they can 
afford. Millions more people, however, could also benefit from very small loans to 
buy beneficial products. HVLD will use behavioral traits, demographic and mobile 
phone data to help service these groups in a responsible, sustainable manner. 

Service/Solution Partnerships
FINCA is developing partnerships with SME providers that offer sustainable solar 
and sanitation solutions to households and small business owners on a large scale. 
For example, the installation and servicing of small solar systems that can power 
several lights, using affordable monthly installments rather than upfront costs to the 
consumer. FINCA will facilitate financing to SME providers and will facilitate consumer 
financing, including the HVLD methodology where appropriate. 

The FINCA Social Enterprise Collider
The Collider will provide early-stage financing to promising young social 
enterprises that align with our mission and that have proven themselves on a 
small scale. Our aim is to accelerate their growth and foster the market for social 
goods. The focus is on companies that typically would not qualify for financing or 
equity investment from larger social investment funds. We have researched over 
100 businesses in six sectors and have narrowed our focus to solar energy and 
water, sanitation and hygiene. The Collider will also provide mentoring, contacts, 
marketing assistance and other support to the investee entrepreneurs. Collider 
investees will sign our code of conduct to ensure quality, value, warranties and 
after-sales service. 

What is FINCA+?
FINCA is working to increase access 
to non-financial solutions that 
can dramatically improve health, 
productivity and overall quality of life 
for millions of people. 

The Need
People at the base of the economic 
pyramid who live off the electric grid 
need affordable solar products and 
basic household water and sanitation 
solutions. Yet the market for these 
and similar products is filled with 
distribution issues, education and 
marketing challenges, market-spoiling 
from poor quality products and a lack 
of access to finance for low-income 
consumers.  

FINCA is Well Poised  
to Help
Our strategy is to partner with and fa-
cilitate social enterprises that have the 
potential to achieve scale and provide 
affordable financing solutions. We bring 
a strong value proposition that includes 
a trusted brand, a large network of 
potential customers and the ability to 
finance both the supply side and the 
end users. 

We are seeking to raise philanthropic 
seed funding and foster partners for 
the FINCA+ Social Enterprise Solutions 
Program in the following sectors: solar 
energy, water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH), the agricultural value chain, 
and health and education.


