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We did it! Thanks to the support of our donors, investors and 
hardworking staff on five continents around the globe, FINCA 
now provides small loans to over one million clients worldwide!

While we take justifiable pride in crossing the one mil-
lion client threshold, it’s the individual stories—not the big 
numbers—that really matter. FINCA’s life-changing loans help  
women and men living in some of the world’s most desperate 
locations take fledgling steps into the world of business  
ownership where they can use their tenacity and talent to  
create better lives for themselves and their families. 

The belief that she deserves a better life is what has long driven 
72-year-old Juana Trego Hernández of Tres Marías, Mexico. For 
the past 50 years, Juana and her husband have managed their 
roadside food stand, earning little money with the hopes to 
give their five children more opportunity than they ever had. 

But in recent years, Juana realized she needed additional capital  
if the business was going to make it. Juana joined the Village 
Bank Grupo Comunal Lilas and took out her first loan, with which  
she increased her inventory and began to offer more variety 
of dishes. She and her husband have seen a steady increase in 
clients, and she’s now confident they can sustain the growth of 
the business with FINCA’s loans, which she says represents the 
economic foundation that sustains her loved ones.

Then there’s Victoria Gondwe, a 31-year-old mother in  
Malawi who supports her two-year-old daughter and 17-year-
old nephew. After her husband left for South Africa in search of 
new opportunities, Victoria opened a small shop in the Blantyre 
flea market selling cosmetics. With the help of her FINCA loan, 
she’s increased her inventory and her profits and now also sells 
clothing for women and children.

With her new income, Victoria was able to move her family 
from a tiny structure to a bigger house and send her daughter 
to pre-school. A woman of enormous ambition, Victoria hopes 
to open a big shop in the commercial town of Limbe someday.

And who can help but be inspired by the story of carpet 
weaver Farida of Afghanistan. At age 28, Farida is the sole 
income earner for her family of two sons and three daughters. 
All five children attend school, but all come home at night and 
help their mother weave. Farida learned the trade from her 
mother-in-law, and has been managing her own business for 
eight years.

Her income was modest and she knew that, as her children 
grew, their needs would also grow, so she looked for a way 

in which she might expand her small business. She heard 
about FINCA’s small loans, turned in her application and, to her 
surprise and delight, she received her first loan of $200 in 2012. 
Now, she is making three meter long carpets to sell in the 
market for export.

Three women. Three families. Three pathways out of poverty. 
And just three of the more than one million stories that our 
clients have to tell.

It’s taken FINCA nearly 30 years to reach its first million 
clients, but you can bet we’re not stopping there. We’re also 
not planning to take as long to reach our second million. With 
your continued support, we’re ready for exponential growth, 
and are aiming to reach the next million in just three years. It’s 
ambitious, we know, but not impossible. 

We hope you’ll continue to be inspired by our clients’ successes, 
just as we’re inspired by your faithful support of our work.
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FINCA clients (clockwise 
from top): Juana Trego 
Hernandez, Farida and 
Victoria Gondwe 

One Million Strong and Growing!
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FINCA Democratic Republic of Congo 
Even though ranked as the world’s poorest country, 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, and especially FINCA’s 
650 colleagues, demonstrate the spirit and dedication it 
takes to overcome adversity and create opportunity each 
and every day.  

For the past decade, the Subsidiary has operated in an 
extremely challenging environment, and has grown to 
serve more than 105,000 borrowers and nearly 297,000 
savers like Maman Elisabeth Kajinga, who started with 
FINCA in 2003. 

Before becoming a FINCA client, Elisabeth says, “The little 
money I had was not enough to boost my business. It was 
just you sell, you bankrupt and so on. But since I joined  
FINCA, it helps me a lot. I take care of the electricity power, 
food and the children’s school fees. My last child is now in 
3rd degree in Law, thanks to the FINCA credit.”  

Now that’s something to celebrate! 

When FINCA opened its doors in  
Dushanbe in 2003, we had 19 clients 
and one office. Today, we serve 30,000 
hardworking women and men through 
34 branches scattered across four regions. 
We offer clients our signature small group 
loans as well as individual loans, and 
recently added savings products, the first 
Subsidiary to do so in FINCA’s Eurasia region. 

During his visit to commemorate this  
important achievement, FINCA’s President 

and CEO Rupert Scofield commented “As 
I’ve visited with clients and loan officers dur-
ing my visit to Tajikistan, I’ve been reminded 
of  how hard our people work and how in-
credibly good they are at their jobs,” Rupert 
said. “They happily go out to remote areas 
and make small loans to really poor people, 
who face myriad challenges in setting up 
a small business and just getting on with 
their lives. They deserve tremendous praise 
for their dedication to our mission and their 
fellow countrymen.”

News From The Field
FINCA Subsidiaries Mark a Decade of Service!
In Tajikistan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, tens of thousands of women and 
men are celebrating the fact that FINCA has helped make their lives better for ten years.

FINCA TajikistanVillage Bank Notes  
This newsletter is a publication of  
FINCA International, Inc. ©2013. All 
rights reserved. This material shall not be 
copied, reproduced, reprinted, or placed 
on the Internet or other electronic or 
print media without express, written 
permission of FINCA International, Inc.
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FINCA Tajikstan clients
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FINCA DRC client Maman Elisabeth Kajinga



3www.FINCA.org

 
Higmatulo Karimov is a 47-year-old father of five who 
lives in Yavan, Tajikistan with his family. He is the proud owner 
of his own animal husbandry business, raising cattle, sheep, and 
horses as well as an agricultural business that processes and 
sells milk and grain products.

Higmatulo received his first loan from FINCA in 2008. Since that 
time, his business and his loan size have grown significantly. He 
used his most recent loan of about $1,000 to purchase several 
Brown Carpathian calves. The calves he bought differ from 
typical local breeds, weighing more and producing larger 

quantities of milk, as much as 20 liters per day. 
Higmatulo is proud of both the contributions his 

businesses make to his community and the many  
improvements that he’s been able to provide to his family’s 
well-being. His cattle produce the milk, cream, and butter 
he sells to local residents while the other livestock supply 
meat that he also sells. Together, the dairy and the abbatoir 
provide both the income his family needs to live better and 
the food that sustains them. 

He appreciates the support he receives from FINCA, and 
plans on borrowing more in the future, and continuing to 
expand his business. “I am very proud that we don’t have 
to rely on the income from my son who works in Russia as 
our only income. With the help of FINCA loans, I’m able to 
provide all that my family needs.” 

Making a Positive Impact on Family and Community

As part of a semester-long orientation program that began 
with summer readings, a group of students at Avila University in 
Kansas City attended a lecture and panel discussion on microfi-
nance led by Robert Regnier, a longtime FINCA donor. Bob Hatch, 
Chairman of the Board of FINCA, and fellow Board member JoAnn 
Field also spoke to the students about the life-changing power of 
FINCA’s small loans.

Inspired by the event and shepherded by Paige Illum, Avila’s 
Coordinator of Retention and the First-Year Experience, the 
students embarked on an ambitious fundraising campaign. They 
teamed up with faculty and Avila alumni to sell t-shirts, hold bake 
sales, and speak at church services. All told, they raised a remark-
able $5,000. Moved by the students’ extraordinary effort, an 
anonymous donor contributed an additional $2,000.

To put their hard-earned funds to work, each student 
chose an individual FINCA client to sponsor through Lend 
a Hand (www.lendahand.FINCA.org). They funded small 
loans to some 120 clients from Afghanistan, El Salvador, 
Haiti, Malawi and Zambia, gaining a personal stake in the 
future success of these hardworking microentrepreneurs 
and their families. 

In addition, the students are sponsoring a Village Bank in 
Zambia. Their generous gift will fund the small loans of a 
group of 10-20 friends, neighbors and family members in a 
community in Zambia, who have come together to lift them-
selves and their families out of poverty. 

In the coming weeks, the students will share their experiences 
and the results of their philanthropy with the University, and their 
culminating projects will be compiled in a University publication. 
The entire program has had such impact on the new students,  
not to mention on FINCA’s clients in five countries, that Ms. Illum  
is considering offering it again to next fall’s new students. 

Rally	your	family,	friends,	or	co-workers	to	support	FINCA’s	efforts	to	
provide	hope	and	opportunity	to	families	in	poverty.	No	matter	how	big	
or	small	your	ideas,	when	you	work	together,	it’s	easy	to	Give	a	Little,	and	
Change	a	Lot!	Please	share	your	successes	with	us	by	writing	to		
info@FINCA.org.					

Avila University Freshmen  
Lend a Hand to FINCA Clients
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FINCA Tajikistan client Higmatulo Karimov
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The word “hope” means to want something to 
happen or be true, and believe that it could happen 
or be true. It means to desire with expectation of 
obtainment; to expect with confidence, trust.

Our clients—more than a million strong and grow-
ing—hope that caring people with the good fortune 
of being born and raised in places where achieving 
their ambitions is more of a given than a hoped-for 
outcome will consider those less fortunate, and find 
it in their hearts and minds to provide the means 
that can make even the smallest hope a reality. And 
provide it on an ongoing basis.

FINCA’s Circle of Hope is an easy, effective way to  
ensure that FINCA has a steady, reliable source of 
funding available to meet the needs of our Village 
Banking clients around 
the world. A monthly 
pledge of just $10 can 
provide loan funds 
for two new clients 
in 2014; $20 a month 
can give four women 
the opportunity to lift 
themselves and their 
families out of poverty.

As a Circle of Hope 
member, you’ll join 
thousands of others, 
worldwide, who sup-
port our work through 
automatic, monthly 
donations made di-
rectly through their checking or credit card accounts.

To join, simply decide on an amount you’re com-
fortable contributing each month—$10, $25, $50 or 
more—then either:

n	 visit http://www.finca.org/circle and sign up on 
  our secure site; 

n	 call our DC office on 202-682-1510 and provide
  your credit card or bank information to a staff  
  member; or 

n	 mail a voided check or your credit card details to
  our DC office. 

Your account will be billed automatically on a 
monthly basis. Just “set it and forget it.” 

Help FINCA go beyond hoping we can provide 
access to hardworking women and men to ensuring, 
with confidence, that we’ll be able to do so now and 
into the future. Help us keep hope alive for our clients 
by contributing to the Circle of Hope today!

Give the Gift of Hope 
this Holiday Season
Join the Circle of Hope 

Quadruple your Support  
this Holiday Season!
FINCA is the beacon 
of hope for one million 
families struggling to sur-
vive on just a few dollars 
a day! And now, you and 
I—all of us—can help 
even more women work 
their way out of poverty.

Because of a unique 
matching gift opportuni-
ty, FINCA can quadruple 
the value of all donations up to $250,000 until December 31st to help us 
reach another million clients in the most desperate places on Earth.

Every FINCA client I’ve met has an amazing story of triumph over adver-
sity. Their strength, ingenuity and a small loan from FINCA is all they need 
to turn their families’ lives around. Their determination to provide a better 
life for their children and themselves inspires me.

Please join me in this great opportunity to support four times as many 
women just waiting for a hand up!

    Natalie Portman
    FINCA Ambassador of Hope

FINCA Speaks Up at Global 
Entrepreneurial Leaders Conference
FINCA President 
and CEO Rupert 
Scofield joined 
other business and 
nonprofit leaders  
in Edinburgh,  
Scotland to talk  
about the power of 
entrepreneurship  
as a catalyst  
for social and  
economic change. 
The two-day conference was sponsored by 
WildHearts In Action, a FINCA partner that 
supports social entrepreneurship.

The highlight of the conference was the testimony given by FINCA client  
Cissy Sekyewa. In moving terms, Cissy described her thirteen year journey 
from extreme poverty to owning and managing multiple businesses. “I 
started by going to mattress factories and buying rejected scraps of foam, 
which I sewed into cushions, then walked the streets to sell,” explained 
Cissy. “After working really hard, winning more customers and proving 
my business could be successful, I was able to increase my loan capital to 
expand. Then my business really took off. I now make mattresses, carpets 
and sofa sets, and have three retail outlets in the city center. I employ five 
people to help me with production and sales. I’m also a wholesale agent 
to three factories and buy sponge rejects in bulk to sell to smaller retailers 
around the country.”

Ph
ot

o:
 F

IN
CA

 S
ta

ff

FINCA Uganda client  
Cissy Sekyewa enthralled the 

audience with her success story
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