
1www.FINCA.org

As fall brings shorter, cooler days, it’s easy to forget 
that only a few months ago, the seeds and seedlings of 
crops being harvested today were gently and methodically 
planted in newly-tilled soil. Acres of life-sustaining foods 
were watered, weeded and fertilized, all so that an abundance   
of nutritious foods could be harvested and stored to keep 
us fed for another year.

For thousands of FINCA clients worldwide, food can 
often be in short supply and the quality can be of little  
nutritional value. That’s one reason FINCA has continued 
over the years to develop agricultural and rural loan  
products that can make a real and lasting difference in 
the lives of the poor. And much of our success has come 
through the generosity of donors just like you.

For a FINCA client living far from an urban center, a 
small plot of land, a single cow or a pen full of chickens 
can mean a family eats more food, more often. It can also 
make it possible to cultivate a business that generates 
enough profit to pay school fees, and build or improve a 
small house. 

Your generosity can be seen in the stories of FINCA clients  
living in rural communities all across the globe; clients like 
Madina Namanda, who operates a small pineapple farm 
in Uganda. Two times each year, Madina and her husband, 
their four children and two farmhands spend hours each 
day under the baking sun, cutting the ripening golden 
orbs from their thick stalks. The pineapples and their juice 
is sold in markets and stores all over Uganda and even 
exported to Kenya, netting Madina about $4,500 per year. 

Fifteen years ago, Madina was mainly concerned with 
feeding her children and making sure they got at least an 
elementary school education. Today, after 47 FINCA loan 
cycles, and the diversification of her businesses to include 
a three-acre coffee plantation and a small poultry farm, 
hiring several neighbors, and purchasing a truck, Madina 
is most proud that two of her children attend university, 
giving them the chance for a much brighter future.

Across the FINCA network, you’ll find other clients  
who benefit from agriculture loans; clients like FINCA 
Azerbaijan’s Mansimov Humbat Rza, who used his first 
FINCA loans to construct a small greenhouse in which he 
cultivates cucumbers and tomatoes. With additional loans, 
he’s constructed a second greenhouse and purchased 

higher quality seeds, which have 
resulted in much larger harvests and 
increased income for his family. 

And then there’s FINCA Mexico 
client Rufina Ibanez Knight who, after 
working as a maid for years, made the 
decision with her husband to buy a 
small plot of land and open a nursery 
business. Demand for their products 
grew quickly, and Rufina knew that,  
with just a small infusion of loan capital,  
she could expand her business. Her 
neighbor told her about FINCA, so 
Rufina took out her first 
loan and, today, her nursery 
has doubled in size. 

While Rufina’s smile says 
it all, she says “I’m now able 
to give my three children  
the economic stability that 
every child should have. That 
is my reward for hard work.”

We hope that all of our 
clients’ successes bring 
smiles to your faces, and 
serve as your reward for 
your generous support of 
FINCA’s life-changing small 
loans! Thank you!
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FINCA clients (top 
to bottom) Madina 
Namanda, Uganda; 
Mansimov Humbat 
Rza, Azerbaijan; 
and Rufina Ibanez 
Knight, Mexico

A Harvest of Hope
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MasterCard Foundation: A Partnership to Reach Even 
More Rural Africans
As many as a half-million impoverished 
people living in remote areas of Malawi, Tanzania 
and Zambia will now be able to create their own  
safety nets and save for a better future, thanks 
to a recently announced partnership between 
The MasterCard Foundation and FINCA. 

The multi-million dollar, three-year grant  
will support the development of alternative  
delivery channels, FINCA’s Development Academy  
which will provide training and skill develop-
ment to thousands of employees and the 
implementation of our Social Performance 
management system.

According to FINCA President and CEO Rupert 
Scofield, the partnership will bring a wide range 
of financial services to over 500,000 previously 
excluded savers and nearly 300,000 borrowers 
in the three targeted countries by 2017. 

Gaining access to a broader array of  
financial services is now accessible to 
even more low-income Georgians, especially  
those living in rural areas, with the transfor-
mation of FINCA Georgia into a licensed, 
regulated banking entity. FINCA Georgia’s 
more than 45,000 current clients will now 
be able to access savings products, as will 
other Georgians who may not have a safe 
place to save.

FINCA President and CEO Rupert Scofield 

had high praise for the local team on their 
achievement. “The FINCA Georgia team has 
worked long and hard to reach this historic 
milestone, becoming the first Subsidiary 
in FINCA’s Eurasia Region to be granted a 
banking license. FINCA Georgia has been a 
pioneer in promoting the country’s financial  
inclusion efforts, going back almost 15 years,  
focusing their efforts on improving the 
lives of the hardworking poor living in 
remote areas.”

News From The Field

Expanding Financial Inclusion  
to Rural Georgians
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FINCA Georgia client and children

FINCA Malawi client Margaret Goma’s family farm
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“When I was a boy, my parents were so poor that they had 
to give me to an orphanage because they didn’t have enough 
food for me. I was sent to the Dominican Republic where I 
worked in a textile factory and learned how to sew clothes. 

“When I grew up, I came back to Haiti. Because I knew how to 
sew very well, I started teaching sewing at a factory during the 
day and working at a second job at night. But working at night 
wasn’t safe and I became very exhausted. I thought to use my 
sewing skills to repair used clothing and make some of my own 
designs. I also sold these from a small stall. 

“One day, I saw a banner for FINCA over the main road and I 
decided to apply for one of the loans. I was able to buy some 
material to make more of my own designs, and buy other used 
clothing to sell. My business is doing very well.

“I love my experience with FINCA, and I hope to work with 
them for a long time.”

In His Own Words: From Orphan 
to Successful Businessman

Your	support	for	enterprising	FINCA	clients	like	Precilien	and	the	hun-
dreds	of	thousands	of	men	and	women	just	like	him	all	across	FINCA’s	
global	network	can	make	the	difference	between	living	in	extreme	pov-
erty,	and	living	a	life	filled	with	the	dignity	and	pride	that	come	from	

earning	an	income.	Please	continue	to	give	as	generously	as	you	can	to	
provide	a	hand	up	to	even	more	deserving	small	entrepreneurs	today!	
Visit	www.FINCA.org	to	find	out	how	you	can	support	our	efforts.

Fall is not only the time of harvest, but the time when most 
children return to their studies, continuing to reap new knowledge 
that will nurture them on life’s pathway. And while most lessons 
learned will help them prosper as they grow into adulthood, some 
lessons will help them focus on how they can make a difference 
for others. 

Such is the case with the young students at Congregation Beth Or  
Religious School in Maple Glen, Pennsylvania. After FINCA Advisory  
Board Member Eugene Ericksen and his wife visited the school to 
tell the children about FINCA’s life-changing work, we received 
this letter, along with a generous contribution, made all that more  
meaningful because of the spirit in which it was given. We hope 
it inspires you and warms your hearts as much  
as it did ours…

Knowledge and Caring That 
Help Change the World

May 2013

To Whom It May Concern:

Our kindergarten-sixth grade students at Congregation Beth 
Or Religious School would like to help you in your work of 
providing financial services to the world’s lowest-income en-
trepreneurs so they can create jobs, build assets and improve 
their standard of living.      Students in our Religious School bring in their tzedakah 

money each time they come to learn. They understand that 
they are fortunate to have more than enough of everything 
and that they are able to help your organization in your 
important work of providing for the poor, and of tikkan 
olam, repairing the world. What you do is the highest form 
of tzedakah, helping people to become self-sufficient!                         B’Shalom

             Susan Edelstein             Director of Education 
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FINCA Haiti client Precilien Sivalien

Eugene and 
Julia Ericksen’s 
visit prompted 

children’s gift		
to FINCA.
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 Giving Options with  
       Long-Term Impact 

The Power of Three

Thanks to your support, FINCA provides hope and opportunity for 
women struggling in poverty in some of the world’s most desperate 
communities. We have touched millions over the years, and we recently 
learned how our financial services are benefiting three generations of 
women in a single family!

The three women are FINCA Mexico clients who live in the village of San 
Jose Morelos in the state of Puebla. María Petra García is a grandmother, who  
has raised pigs for many years and joined a FINCA village bank 18 years ago 
to expand her farm. Her daughter Catalina sells shoes and owns a small 
restaurant. Her granddaughter Elizabeth, inspired by her elders’ success, is 
using the earnings from her own shoe business to pay for law school. 

They have matched “the power of three”—the wisdom of an abuelita 
(grandmother), the business smarts of a successful mamá (mom), and the 
cutting edge knowledge of a budding lawyer—with the power of FINCA 
loans, to chart their own pathways out of poverty and to better provide 
for themselves and their entire family. 

Now you can apply another special power—the power of our Matching 
Gift Challenge—to boost the impact of your support for FINCA. By making 
a generous contribution today, your gift will go even further than usual, 
because we’ll match it with donated funds, so you will be able to help 
even more determined women like María, Catalina and Elizabeth to work 
their way out of poverty into prosperity.

Thank you for giving all you can.

Wrapping up 2013!
Want to breeze through your holiday shopping and change the  
life of a woman, all without leaving the comfort of your home? 

Then consider buying  
your gifts from FINCA’s  
Gift Catalog, and  
consider your holiday 
shopping done!

Visit www.FINCA.org/catalog 
and shop today!  

Everyone who gives to FINCA believes in the power 
of small loans, and how creating financial inclusion for 
those who lack access to even the simplest form of 
banking services can create a better world where  
poverty may, one day, be history. They also know that 
any gift to FINCA will continue to work, year after 
year, as every donation recycles through our system, 
impacting clients over and over again.

In addition to traditional contributions, there are 
other giving opportunities that can have an even 
greater impact not only for our clients, but for you and 
your family, as well. We hope you’ll consider them as 
you make decisions about your end-of-year giving.

A Gift of Securities
Consider a gift to FINCA of stocks, bonds or mutual 
funds. Any securities you’ve owned for twelve months 
or longer, whose value has increased, are subject to 
capital gains tax when sold. By giving these securities to 
FINCA, you receive a charitable deduction for their full 
fair market value and you avoid tax on the capital gain.

Circle of Hope
The most cost effective—and easiest—way to support  
FINCA. Simply determine a monthly contribution 
amount, provide us with credit card or checking  
account information, and your account will be billed 
automatically. You can change the amount, or with-
draw from the program, simply by writing to us.

Legacy Society
FINCA’s Legacy Society provides an opportunity to 
include a bequest to FINCA in your will. A carefully- 
designed estate plan can provide significant estate 
tax relief, allow you to determine the distribution of 
your assets, and let you express your values through 
continued support of our work.

Honor and Memorial Gifts
Making a gift in honor, or memory, of a loved  
one is a thoughtful way to support FINCA’s poverty  
alleviation work, and make a statement of care  
about someone special in your life..

Corporate Matching Gifts
Corporate matching gift programs are among the best 
and simplest ways for FINCA supporters to maximize 
the value of their personal contributions, and increase 
the impact of their gifts. Most programs match the 
charitable contributions of employees, dollar for  
dollar, and some even double or triple the amount!

For more information about any of these giving  
opportunities, please visit www.FINCA.org, or contact 
Mabel Valdivia at 202.682.1510, or via email at  
Mabel.Valdivia@FINCA.org. 
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Three generations of FINCA success!


