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They call their Village Banking 
group Strong	Women—and they are 
strong indeed. Fifteen women in  
Cap-Haïtien, Haiti’s second city,  
supporting each other as friends 
and as guarantors for each other’s 
microenterprise loan commitments. 

Singing and clapping, in August they 
greeted John Hatch, the founder of 
FINCA, and Rupert Scofield, FINCA’s 
President and CEO, during their 4-day  
tour of FINCA’s operations in Haiti. 

“This group of women have been 
together for years” said Maudeline 
Jean Pierre, the group’s loan officer.  
“Their businesses vary—from farming  
small plots to second-hand clothing 
sales—and FINCA loans give them 
the working capital they need to 
manage and grow their businesses.” 

Nouniesse Jacques joined the 
group four years ago when her small 
grocery stall was not doing well.  
She used her cooking talents and 
FINCA’s support to expand into 
grilled chicken sales in the evenings. 
Now, up to 60 customers a night  
enjoy her secret barbecue recipe and 
the business supports her family. 

The stories are similar across Haiti, 
where people are still rebuilding 
their lives since the devastating 2010 
earthquake. With few natural re-

sources, Haiti’s success is dependent  
on the ingenuity of its people. Micro-
finance plays a huge role in this  
success today—through the creation 
of jobs—and also tomorrow, because  
the children of our clients are able 
to finish more years of school than 
their parents. 

Thanks to significant support 
from donors, as well as partners 
such as the US Dept. of Agriculture, 
FINCA’s program in Haiti is grow-
ing rapidly—from 2,000 entrepre-
neurs to more than 14,000 in the last 
18 months. Village Banking is an 
important mainstay of the program, 
but we have added agricultural loans 
and individual business loans to 
serve new types of clients, such as 
Duckensia Zapata Fleurival, a young 
woman whose growing business 

collects and recycles the plastic  
water bottles that litter the country. 
We are also exploring new ways to 
help clients—such as loans for the 
purchase of good quality home  
water filters to save people from 
having to purchase filtered water.

Haiti Today 

With few natural  
resources, Haiti’s success 

is dependent on the  
ingenuity of its people.

 Haiti at a glance

80%
LIVING BELOW POVERTY LEVEL

$1,200
AVERAGE ANNUAL INCOME

78%
FINANCIALLY EXCLUDED
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Haiti	clients	greet	FINCA	guests
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One Smile at a Time: New technology 
making a difference in Zambia
For the last 18 months, Kenny 
Nyimbiri has served as a FINCA 
Zambia Loan Officer at the 
Northmead Branch in bustling 
Lusaka. While his day is often hectic 
with traveling to meet with FINCA 
clients and attending credit meet-
ings, his goal each and every day is 
simple. As he says: “what I’m meant 
for…(is) putting a smile on our 
clients.” 

Those smiles often come when 
Kenny introduces our clients to an 
easier way to access our financial 
services. In a country where many 
people lack national ID cards, 
Kenny is teaching clients to use 
biometric scanners so that FINCA 
can easily identify them. Clients 
are registered at a FINCA branch 
by providing a digital scan of their 
fingerprint. Then, when they make 
transactions at a branch or an 
agent outlet, they sign into their 
accounts by scanning their finger-
print. This simple but high-tech 
solution makes financial services 
easily accessible to everyone—even 
clients who cannot read. 

In the future, FINCA Zambia will 
continue to enroll their clients in 
the biometric system to scale up 

their outreach and provide finan-
cial services to even the most mar-
ginalized populations.

Every time clients walk out of the 
Northmead branch knowing their 
funds are safe and secure—and that 
security literally is in their hands—
Kenny knows he’s earned their trust.

Kenny joined the FINCA team 
because he wanted to help people, 
not just by providing affordable 
loans, but by spreading knowledge 
about the importance of savings  
as a way to move ahead in life.  
Ultimately, he wants to help his 
clients escape the cycle of poverty.

“We want to…help them grow 
into world-class business people,” 
says Kenny about his clients.

Above all, Kenny is proud to 
work for FINCA because he is  
inspired by our mission and by  
the fact that our organization pro-
motes sustainable and responsible 
financial practices. That’s how 
Kenny is creating brighter futures 
in Zambia…. 
                      One	smile	at	a	time.

Kenny makes it easy 
and simple for our clients 

to access our financial 
services through a simple 

fingerprint, using  
biometric scans.

FINCA	Zambia	Loan	Officer	Kenny	Nyimbiri	
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 Zambia at a glance

64%
LIVING BELOW POVERTY LEVEL

$2,299
AVERAGE ANNUAL INCOME

79%
FINANCIALLY EXCLUDED

1. Donate today to FINCA.org 
2. Give a gift of securities (stocks,  
 bonds or mutual funds) 
3. Become a monthly donor by 
 joining the Circle of Hope 

4. Join the Legacy Society  
 (include a bequest  
 in your will) 
5. Give in Honor or in  
 Memorial of a loved one

    Support FINCA’s Mission in 2014—in your own way! 
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20-year old María Romana Vázquez 
Nicolás lives in her mother-in-law’s 
house in the village of Tres Marías, 
on the outskirts of Huitzilac in 
Mexico’s Morelos state, with her hus-
band and their three-year old son.

María’s mother-in-law has been a 
member of FINCA’s Encantadoras 
(Charming Ones) Village Bank group 
for many years to support her small 
business. María’s husband normally 
works on a road repairing crew in 
the community. María used to sell 
food at the local high school, but 
had to give up the business because 
it was not profitable enough to  
support her family.

Earlier this year, María’s husband 
was out of work for several weeks and 
this greatly impacted the family’s  
finances, because he was the prin-
ciple breadwinner for the household.

To generate some income to  
replace the salary from his regular 
job, María’s husband and his mother 
set up a small stand on her property 
for him to sell vegetables to passers-
by. The business helped the family 
put food on the table, but the local 
economy was going through a tough 
period at the time, so it did not do 

as well as they had 
hoped. When her 
husband was finally 
able to return to 
work, María took 
over the stand.

María thought she 
could make more 
money from the 
stand, but she knew 
she did not have 
enough capital to 
do invest in the 
business and ex-
pand its offerings. 
Thankfully, her 
mother-in-law and 
her friends invited 
María to join the 
Encantadoras Village Bank.

As a result, María was able to get 
the FINCA loan she needed to give a 
boost to her business. She has been 
able to buy a wider variety of fruits 
and vegetables at better prices from 
local farmers and wholesalers, and 
greatly increase her profit margins. 
Today, María is very proud that she 
is making an important contribution 
to the household’s finances and to 
her little boy’s future.

Fruits of her labor 

 Mexico at a glance

51%
LIVING BELOW POVERTY LEVEL

$15,400
AVERAGE ANNUAL INCOME

73%
FINANCIALLY EXCLUDED*

*Population lacking account at formal financial institution

 Client Profile: María Romana Vázquez Nicolás
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Follow us on Twitter @FINCA or Facebook.com/FINCAinternational

 
What good can $100 do?

To many entrepreneurs in the developing world, this is a fortune!   

They can invest that money to make their labor far more productive. 
They might buy a used sewing machine to make dresses faster than 

sewing by hand. They might invest in a used refrigerator to keep the food 
they sell from going bad overnight. They might buy weaving 
thread in bulk at wholesale prices to increase their profit 
margin on every item. Economist Milton Friedman once 
said that “the poor stay poor, not because they’re lazy, but 
because they have no access to Capital.” FINCA provides 
them with capital to help them break out of poverty.

FINCA	Mexico	client	María	Romana	Vázquez	Nicolás
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This newsletter is a publication 
of FINCA International, Inc. 
©2014. All rights reserved. This 
material shall not be copied, 
reproduced, reprinted, or 
placed on the Internet or other 
electronic or print media with-
out express, written permission 
of FINCA International, Inc.
 FINCA International is a 
nonprofit, private voluntary 
organization exempt from 
income tax under section 501 
(c) (3) of the United States In-
ternal Revenue Code. FINCA is 
a registered charity in Canada 
and the UK. 

	 www.FINCA.org
 +1.202.682.1510

 www.FINCACanada.org
 +1.855.903.4622

 www.FINCAUK.org
 +44 (0) 758.466.1825

 FINCA Talks—a live event with 
FINCA’s President & CEO, Rupert Scofield 

When: October 22, 2014 
Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ET

Want to know even more about FINCA? 
Always had a question about our work that 
you wanted to ask our President and CEO? 
Would love to hear a few more stories  
about the women you support in Haiti  
and elsewhere around the globe? Sign up 
to join this exclusive conversation with 
FINCA’s Rupert Scofield. 

Visit www.FINCA.org/fincatalks. Give us 
your name and phone number and we’ll call 
you on the 22nd.

Donate today at FINCA.org  
or designate CFC #10737.

Building Brighter Futures with Our Partners
As many as 20 hard-
working women 
microentrepreneurs 
will soon get the small 
loans they need to 
start or expand their 
tiny businesses to work 
their way out of pov-
erty, thanks to a $5,000 
gift from the Federated 
Church of East 
Arlington, Vermont.

The FINCA clients— 
and around 100 chil-
dren and adults in 
their families—will 
benefit from the generosity of the 

church’s members, who voted 
to tithe 10% of the church’s 2014 
budget to FINCA and two Vermont 
charities. The church dates back to 
1843 and is affiliated with both the 

United Church of Christ and the 
United Methodist Church.

Tom Weakley, chair of the church’s 
Tithing Circle, said, “We were tasked 
with selecting one or more charita-
ble organizations that we feel make 
the biggest impact for children in 
the Third World. FINCA’s micro-loan 
system for a mother hoping to open 
or add to her tiny business became 
apparent at once. Our motto be-

came, “To help the 
children, first empow-
er their mothers.’  

“The system of  
small Village Banks 
overseen by women 
 in 23 countries gives 
our members confi-
dence that our dollars 
will be well invested. 
And the nearly 100% 
loan repayment his-

tory is very convincing,” Mr. Weak-
ley added.  

Get together with your friends, 
family and neighbors to help change  
the lives of people in poverty. No 
matter how big or small your ideas, 
when people work together, it’s easy 
to Give a Little and Change a Lot! 
Please share your successes with us 
on Facebook and Twitter or write 
us at info@FINCA.org.

Our motto became,  
“To help the children, first 
empower their mothers.”  
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Left	to	right:	Alyson	Grzyb,	
Meg	Smith,	Bob	Price	
(FINCA),	Pastor	Kathy	
Smith	Clark

Ph
ot

o 
by

 F
IN

CA
 st

aff


